
ORDER OF SERVICE. ISLINGTON URC  
MARCH 7th 2021       Third Sunday in Lent 
 
Welcome & introduction.    
 
Song: O Lord, all the world belongs to you.  
 
O Lord, all the world belongs to you 
and you are always making all things new. 
What is wrong, you forgive, 
and the new life you give 
is what’s turning the world upside down. 
 
The world’s only loving to its friends, 
but your way of loving never ends, 
loving enemies too; 
and this loving with you 
is what’s turning the world upside down. 
 
The world lives divided and apart, 
you draw us together, and we start 
in our friendship to see 
that in harmony we 
can be turning the world upside down. 
 
Prayer   
 
Verses from Psalm 19.  (from the Iona Abbey Worship book) 
 
The heavens proclaim the glory of God,  
And the firmament declares your handiwork 
 
Day speaks to day of your story, Night unto night makes it known. 
No speech, no word, no voice is heard. 
Yet their message fills the world, their news reaches the ends of the earth. 
High above, you pitched your tent for the sun to rest and rise. 
Like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, like an athlete eager to race: 
It springs from the edge of the earth, and runs across the sky 
 
Your precepts, O God, are right, gladdening the heart. 
Your command is clear, giving light to the eyes. 
Fear of you, O God, is holy, enduring forever. 
Your decrees are faithful and all of them just. 
They are more to be desired than gold, than the purest gold, 
And sweeter than honey dripping from the comb. 
In them is your servant taught; observing them brings great reward. 
 
But who can discern all their failings? From hidden faults forgive me. 
Restrain me too from wilful sins, lest they take me over. 
 
May the words of my mouth and the thoughts of my heart 
Be acceptable to you, O God, my Rock, my Redeemer. 

The world wants the wealth to live in state, 
but you show a new way to be great: 
like a servant you came, 
and if we do the same,  
we’ll be turning the world upside down 
 
O Lord, all the world belongs to you 
and you are always making all things new. 
What is wrong, you forgive, 
and the new life you give 
is what’s turning the world upside down. 
 



Bible Reading: John 2:13-22.   
 
The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.   In 
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the 
money changers seated at their tables.  Making a whip of cords, he drove 
all of them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also 
poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their 
tables.   He told those who were selling the doves, “Take these things out 
of here! Stop making my Father’s house a marketplace!”   His disciples 
remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will consume 
me.”   The Jews then said to him, “What sign can you show us for doing 
this?”   Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I 
will raise it up.”   The Jews then said, “This temple has been under 
construction for forty-six years, and will you raise it up in three 
days?”   But he was speaking of the temple of his body.  After he was 
raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 
Reflection 
 
Song: Jesus Christ is waiting 
 
Jesus Christ is waiting, waiting in the streets;  
no one is his neighbour, all alone he eats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am lonely too. 
Make me, friend or stranger, fit to wait on you. 
 
Jesus Christ is raging, raging in the streets, 
where injustice spirals and real hope retreats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I am angry too. 
In the Kingdom’s causes, let me rage with you. 
 
Jesus Christ is healing, healing in the streets; 
Curing those who suffer, touching those he greets. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I have pity too. 
Let my care be active, healing just like you. 
 
 
Prayers and Lord’s Prayer 
 
Refrain: Your kingdom come, your will be done  
 
Song Mayenziwe (from southern Africa) 
 
Mayenziwe ‘ntando yakho – Your will be done on earth, O Lord. 
 
Closing words and the Grace 
 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us 
all, evermore. Amen 

Jesus Christ is dancing, dancing in the streets, 
where each sign of hatred He, with love, defeats. 
Listen, Lord Jesus, I should triumph too. 
Where good conquers evil, let me dance with you. 
 
Jesus Christ is calling, calling in the streets, 
‘Who will join my journey? I will guide their feet.’ 
Listen, Lord Jesus, let my fears be few. 
Walk one step before me; I will follow you. 
 


